
NC-1014 Agricultural and Rural Finance Markets in Transition 

Annual Meeting Schedule 

October 4-5, 2007 

Rabo AgriFinance, Creve Coeur, MO 

 
Thursday, October 4, 2007 

 

7:30-8:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast (at the Courtyard) 

 

8:00-8:15 a.m.  Introductory Remarks 

Opening Remarks 

Michael Gunderson,  Assistant Professor, University of Florida 

 

Welcome 

Rick Henderson, President and CEO, Rabo AgriFinance 

 

8:15-9:15 a.m.  Discussion of Rabobank International and Its AgriFinance Operations  
Rick Henderson, President and CEO, Rabo AgriFinance  

Bruce Baccus, Deputy CEO, Rabo AgriFinance 

 

9:15-9:30 a.m.   Break 

 

9:30-10:30 a.m. Factors Influencing Farmer Financing Choices 

     

U.S. Farm Households Operating a Non-farm Business: A Tobit Analysis 

Brian C. Briggeman, Oklahoma State University 

 

An Empirical Investigation of Farm Loan Determinants 

Ashok Mishra, Louisiana State University and Sergio Lence, Iowa State 

University 

 

Investigating Gender Bias in Farm Service Agency’s Lending Decisions 

Cesar L. Escalante, James E. Epperson, and Uthra Ragunathan, University of 

Georgia 

 

10:30-10:45 a.m. Break  

 

10:45-11:45 a.m.  Managing Risk in the Farm Portfolio  

 

Financial Management and Portfolio Analysis for U.S. Farm and Nonfarm 

Households 

Ani L. Katchova, University of Illinois 

 

An Economic Evaluation of Forecasts of Relevance to Agribusinesses and 

Agricultural Lenders 

Sergio H. Lence, Jingtao Wu, and John Lawrence, Iowa State University 

 

Eliminating Price Risk to Expand Capacity for Value-Added Activities 

Michael Gunderson, University of Florida and Brent Gloy, Cornell University 

 

11:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Lunch Break and an Overview of the Colombian Banking System  
Dairo Estrada, Director of Financial Stability, Central Bank of Colombia  
 



NC-1014 Agricultural and Rural Finance Markets in Transition 

Annual Meeting Schedule 

October 4-5, 2007 

Rabo AgriFinance, Creve Coeur, MO 

 
1:00-1:45 p.m.  Factors Influencing Rural Asset Values 

 

The Impact of Ethanol Plants on Land Values in the Great Plains 

Jason Henderson, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City – Omaha Branch and 

Brent Gloy, Cornell University 

 

Cointegration Analysis of Regional House Prices in U.S. 

Tatevik Zohrabyan, David Leatham, and David Bessler, Texas A&M University  

 

1:45-2:00 p.m.  Break 

 

2:00-3:15 p.m.  Investigating Government Sponsored Loan Programs’ Outcomes 

 

An Analysis of Borrowing Rates on FSA Guaranteed Farm Loans 

Steven Koenig and Charles Dodson, USDA Farm Service Agency 
 

Competing Risk Proportional Hazard Models of Farm Service Agency Direct 

Operating Loans 

Bruce L. Dixon, Bruce L. Ahrendsen, Monica Foianini, Sandy Hamm, Diana  

Danforth, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville 

 

Borrower Term Limits on FSA Loans 

Charles Dodson, USDA Farm Service Agency  

 

3:15-3:30 p.m.  Break 

 

3:30-4:15 p.m.  NC-1014 Business Meeting 
 

   Remarks from Calum Turvey, Editor of Agricultural Finance Review 

 

Remarks from Steven Hanson, Administrative Advisor of NC-1014 

 

   Remarks from Jane Schuchardt, CSREES Representative for NC-1014 

 

4:15-4:45 p.m.  Research Subcommittee Meetings 

(1) Economic performance of farms and agribusinesses  

(2) Financial soundness, safety, and management of rural financial institutions  

(3) Management, capital needs, and financial performance of agribusinesses 

(4) Social capital and rural entrepreneurship 

 

4:45-5:15 p.m.  Research Subcommittee Reports    

 

6:00 p.m.  Tour Anheuser-Busch 

   *See information at the end  



NC-1014 Agricultural and Rural Finance Markets in Transition 
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October 4-5, 2007 

Rabo AgriFinance, Creve Coeur, MO 

 
 

Friday, October 5, 2007 

 

7:30-8:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast (at the Courtyard) 

 

8:00- 9:00 a.m.  Agribusiness Lending Internationally  
Credit Risk Evaluation for Loans of Banco Agrario in Colombia 

Enrique Hennings, Andres Trujillo-Barrera, Ani L. Katchova, and Miguel I. 

Gomez, University of Illinois and Dairo Estrada , Central Bank of Colombia 

 

Commodity Linked Credit: A Risk Management Instrument for the Agrarians in 

India 

Apbupa Shi, Penn State University and Calum G. Turvey, Cornell University 

 

 

9:00-9: 15 a.m.  Break 

 

9:15-10:15 a.m. Investigating the Macro Agricultural Economy  

The Effect of Diversification on Agricultural Returns and Volatility: An 

Information Approach 

Michael Gunderson and Charles Moss, University of Florida  

 

Rural Growth and the Rural Capital Account 

Maureen Kilkenny and Mark Partridge, University of Nevada-Reno 

 

State-Level Evidence of the Boom/Bust Cycle for Farmland 

Charles Moss, University of Florida 

 

10:15-10:30 a.m. Break 

 

10:30-11:30 a.m. Agricultural Finance at Monsanto 
Jerry P. Irman, Vice President U.S. Markets Financing 

Modeling Resource Allocation in Biotechnology 

 

11:30-noon  Summary and Adjourn 

  


